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T
oday marks a significant milestone for me. All ten of my academic monographs are now –

or will be when published – openly accessible and free to download. The books that are

not yet out have advance contracts that stipulate open access.

The list consists of:

Paper Thin (Stanford UP, forthcoming 2023, writing it!)

The Digital Humanities and Literary Studies (Oxford UP, forthcoming 2022, just completed

proofing)

Warez (punctum books, 2021, should be out next week)

Reading Peer Review (Cambridge UP, 2021)

Reassembling Scholarly Communications (MIT Press, 2020)

Close Reading with Computers (Stanford UP, 2019)

Password (Bloomsbury, 2016)

Literature Against Criticism (Open Book Publishers, 2016)

Open Access and the Humanities (Cambridge UP, 2014)

Pynchon and Philosophy (Palgrave, 2014)

How did I do this?

It’s part a matter of luck and part a matter of choice.

There’s luck involved as I have been very fortunate with grant funding. Paper Thin, DH and Literary

Studies, Warez, Reading Peer Review, Reassembling ScholComms, Close Reading with Computers,

Password, and Pynchon and Philosophy were all made OA due to generous grants by philanthropic

organisations. Literature Against Criticism and OA and the Humanities were made OA by the presses,

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-digital-humanities-and-literary-studies-9780198850489?lang=en&cc=gb
https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/30956
https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/27709
https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/4933/Reassembling-Scholarly-CommunicationsHistories
https://doi.org/10.21627/9781503609372
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/password/
http://dx.doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0102
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316161012
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137405500
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although Birkbeck’s library also contributed to Lit Against Crit. It would be nice to say that it’s all

pure skill and I am just brilliant etc. etc. But that’s not true. Getting grants is also a matter of

placement and good luck and I want to acknowledge that.

But it was also a matter of choice. I elected to spend quite a portion of my Philip Leverhulme Prize

re-issuing my research in openly accessible formats and spending the money in this way. This was a

conscious decision and I made it at the expense of not spending the money on other elements (such

as, for example, buying out more of my time for new research). The funding from this prize can be

used in whatever way most advances my research and I feel that increasing its dissemination

potential is a definite advance.

So what’s the lesson? Perhaps there isn’t one. But I am extremely pleased to have got to this point. I

believe in open access to research as much as I ever did. I can finally say that all of the books I have

written since my Ph.D. was awarded, nine years ago, are now openly accessible. I can say the same

of the 41 journal articles I have published. I haven’t quite managed it with the 28 book chapters

and 22 reviews. But it’s not bad. This is, in general, a plus for education and I feel I am doing good

in the world.

I worry about a world in which all science is free to read but all humanities research is in often-

unaffordable books. It still remains the case that humanities scholars must actively pursue open

access if they want it to happen, when, really, what would be better would be if we could move

towards a world where this was the default. But project funding is far harder to come by in these

disciplines. We therefore need structural, systemic change to the library purchasing ecology – and

to funder systems – to enable OA books.

At least one way to think of this is the funding of a “global collection” – that is, rather than

universities buying books for their local library, they buy them, collectively, around the world for

an open collection that everyone can read. I should also point out that this doesn’t preclude print

for a local collection. All of my OA books are also available in print form.
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In any case, I did it. And it feels good.

References

Eve, Martin Paul, Warez: The Infrastructure and Aesthetics of Piracy, 15 December 2021

<https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/30956>

Eve, Martin Paul, Cameron Neylon, Daniel O'Donnell, Samuel Moore, Robert Gadie, Victoria

Odeniyi, and Shahina Parvin, Reading Peer Review: PLOS ONE and Institutional Change in

Academia, 3 January 2021 <https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/27709>

Eve, Paul Martin, Close Reading with Computers: Textual Scholarship, Computational Formalism,

and David Mitchell's Cloud Atlas, Stanford University Press, 2019

<https://doi.org/10.21627/9781503609372>

Eve, Martin Paul, Password, Bloomsbury Collections

<https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/password/>

Eve, Martin Paul, Literature Against Criticism, Open Book Publishers, 17 October 2016

<https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0102>

Eve, Martin Paul, Open Access and the Humanities, Cambridge University Press, 26 November

2014 <https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316161012>

Eve ed, Reassembling Scholarly Communications, MIT Press

<https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/4933/Reassembling-Scholarly-

CommunicationsHistories>

This reference list has been generated, in many cases, through an automated process and may therefore contain errors or

incomplete metadata. It is provided purely as assistance for finding the items mentioned within this post.

https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/30956
https://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/eprint/27709
https://doi.org/10.21627/9781503609372
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/password/
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0102
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316161012
https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/4933/Reassembling-Scholarly-CommunicationsHistories
https://direct.mit.edu/books/book/4933/Reassembling-Scholarly-CommunicationsHistories


4

Eve, Digital Humanities and Literary Studies, Oxford UP

<https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-digital-humanities-and-literary-studies-

9780198850489?lang=en&cc=gb>

Eve, Pynchon and Philosophy, Palgrave

<https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137405500>

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-digital-humanities-and-literary-studies-9780198850489?lang=en&cc=gb
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-digital-humanities-and-literary-studies-9780198850489?lang=en&cc=gb
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137405500

