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his bank holiday, I wanted to spend some time playing around with Zotero’s automatic

ingest of open access books. There are some problems with this.

For recap, Zotero offers users a way easily to ingest items using built-in metadata on a page. It

supports Dublin Core, various RDF implementations, and COinS.

Here’s the problem, though: if you want automatic lookup by ISBN, you have to use the CO1inS

translator/provide COinS metadata. This has a fallback system where, if there isn’'t much metadata

given, it looks it up.

However, if you want an automatic file download of the associated PDF, which will become
increasingly common in a digital and OA world, you cannot use COIinS, as it doesn’t have this
provision. This gives a nasty catch-22: all I really wanted was to be able to embed an ISBN and a
citation_pdf_url and have Zotero do the lookup and save the file. However, out of the box there is

no easy way to do this.

I took this as an opportunity for a learning experience in writing Zotero translators. I wrote a

translator for Zotero that will allow you to embed the following metatags in a document and then

to have Zotero fish it out:

<meta name="book pdf url"
content="http://eprints.bbk.ac.uk/id/document/158876" />
<meta name="book isbn" content="9781503609365" />

A morning well wasted, | mean, spent!
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