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the time that I started writing this blog post, I was intending to extol the virtues of the

newly released Fedora 15 compared to the trainwreck that is Ubuntu 11.04. It turns out

the story isn't as clear cut as that, but wanted to give my experience in comparison

installing across two machines.

w.Fedora 15

This all started when I upgraded my laptop (a Toshiba Satellite 650C) to Ubuntu 11.04 during the
beta period earlier this year. [ raised the issue that, with the fglrx driver installed, the system
became unbearably slow. This was most apparent when using the Unity desktop, but even when
reverting to classic GNOME I also experienced the same problem. I reported these bugs well

within the beta cycle.

To my (and the many others who seemingly agree) intense frustration, this was not fixed before
launch. I felt that the six month schedule with no possibility for rethink was too short a window
and that the developers really didn't care what they inflicted on users, even when they had reported

issues within the beta window. I decided it was time to try a different distro.

I downloaded Fedora 15 beta, curious to see how the new GNOME 3 interface would feel. It was
no exaggeration to say that Fedora 15 running off a live USB stick was far guicker than my Ubuntu
11.04 installation. It only took me half a day of trying it from a stick to realise that [ wanted to
switch, and so I did, painlessly and in one fell swoop. It took me a mere six hours to fully reinstall,
get all my apps and data back on and up and running. Fedora even supports the encrypted boot

process that I had greatly enjoyed in Ubuntu.

['ve been using it for several weeks now and I'm mightily impressed. I really like GNOME 3 and it's
so much snappier than Ubuntu 11.04. In my enthusiasm, I decided that I would get a dual-boot
with Ubuntu going on my desktop with Fedora to try it there. This is where the qualification of my

enthusiasm begins. I got through the installer fine (with a lot of GRUB problems that are specific to
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my hardware that most won't experience), but then had to install the Nvidia proprietary drivers.
Normally I would have been more than happy with the nouveau open source alternative, but on my
GeForce 9800 GT the nouveau drivers won't silence the fan, leading to a system that sounds like an
aircraft launching. I was unable to get GNOME 3 working, stably, with the proprietary drivers. I
installed them, but the screen would refuse to refresh and the entire thing was unusable. I intend to

try again following some different instructions, but this really needs to be fixed before I will be able

to consider Fedora 15 a viable alternative for my main desktop.

The long and the short: if you have an ATI card, or an Nvidia card with which the nouveau driver
works fine, Fedora 15 could well be for you. Try it out, though, because if, as in my case, you have

trouble with the graphics driver and GNOME 3, you could be in for a nasty shock.

Screenshot by Sylvain Naudin under a CC-BY-SA license.
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